WESTERN EUROPEAN UNION

WEU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Boon, 18 November 1991
COMMUNIQUE

1. At their regular mecting in Bonn on 18 November 1991,
the Foreign and Defence Ministers of WEC member States issued

a declaration on Yugoslavia annexed).

2. Role and place of WEU {np the security architecture
S —-—

In the run-up to the meeting of the European Council in
Maastricht, Ministers discussed in depth the place ard the
specific role of WEU in the future European security
architecture. Thei underlined the great importaace of shaping
the security and dcfence dimension of the European unification
process. Ministers noted with satisfaction that, in the Rome
Declaration on Peace und Cooperatioa aud through the adoption
of a pew strategic concept, the Heads of State and Government
of the Atlaantic Alliance, meeting on 7 aad 8 November 1991,
had taken far-reaching decistons which will also give strong
impetus to the development of the Huropcan security and

defence identitv.



Ministers reiterated the objective ot developing WEU as
the defence component of the Eurcopean upmificatioa process and
45 a neans of streugthening the Huropean pillar withipn the
\lliance. They wcre able to briag closer their pnsitions, 1in

particular oo three points

future role and specific tasks of WkD;

definition of WEU's future relutionship with the
the European Cunion;
traosparency and coamplementarity between ¥Yuroupean

sccurity and defeace ideatity and the Atlancic

Ministers decided to charge the Special Working Group of
WEU to complcte their work on this subject before the npex*

Coanclave of the €C Foreign Ministers on 2 December

[o the light of ongoing discussions, the Presidency will
decide, if necessary, nn an additional estraordicary

Ministerial meeting



3. Relations with the countries of Central and Tastern

Europe
Ministers reaffirmed their inteatioa to help consolidate
dseace and stability in Europe by enhanciog the dialogue on
security and cooperation betwean WEU and the countries of
Centra and Eastern Europe, including the Baltic States and
the Soviet Unionw  They considered the measures undertaken
since ipril 1990, and particularly since the meeting of the
Council in Viacden in June 1991 (o be cunstructive steps in
this direction.
Ministers resolved that the next measures should be as
follows
the Foreign and Defence Ministers of Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Poiand and Romania will be
invited to participate iu a special mecting with the
members of the Couacil;
seminars in these countries organized by the FEU
Institute for Security Studies;
expansion of the WEU lastvitute scholarship programme ;
fact-rinding visits by the Presidency and
Secretary-General to the Soviet Uniom and to the Baltic
States, if the atter are interested
The further developmeat of this relationship will be
decided in the light of decisions to be taken about the future
role of WEU.
Ministers expressed the conviction that these measures
eavisaged by WEU and the similar endeuvours by the Atlantic
Alliance and the Zuropean Community are mutually complementary

and reinforciag.



4. Operational cooperation among member States

'n the field of space
With cthe aim of intersifying space cooperation within

U. and to give substance to the resolutiors made at their

~

W

w

1$T regular meeting in Vianden (Luxembourg) Ministers
decided that the satellite data interpretation and training
centre snould be established in Spain with effect from
January 1992. They agreed that a British natioaa will be
appointed as Director of this Centre for a period »% 3 years.
Ministers also decided that a study group should be
formed in 1992 to examine the gecessity and desirability of a
medium~ and long-term realizatiou of a European space-based

vbservation system. This group will be based in France and

have an Italian chairman

In the military field

Miuisters noted studies submitted by the working group
consisting of representatives of the defence ministries n
association with the WEU Special Working Group on <ne
operational organization of cooperation within WEU both in the
politico-military field and in the ami itary field. They
mandated the groups to pursue their studies furthor in the

ight of the results of the forrthecoming European summit in

Maastricht.



In the field of arms control verification

Ministers took note of the progress made on cooperation
among member States on the verification of arms control
agreements. In this context, they underlined the link vetween
space cooperartion and arms control verification, including
verification »f the CFE Trcaty

Ministers noted with appreval the preparatory steps taxen
to set up multinatioral iaspection teams as part of the
implementation of the verification regime laid down 1n the CFE
Treaty. They approved a sc¢t of rules for the coopesration of
multinational teams.

They dectided o take iato account in their subsequent
deliberations the possiblliity of cooperation with all CSCE
member States

The Council welcomed the progress made following the
resumption of the "Open Skies"” negotiations in Vienna, whick
gives hope for their successful conclusion by the time of che
Telsinki follow-up meeting. The Ministers coatipnuc to attach
great importance to accelerating the search for cost-effecitve

solutions in the implementation of an "Open Skies"” agrecment



S5. Security in The Mediterraznean

Ministers took note of the report by the
Secretary-General of WEU on zhe work of the Meditcrraonean
Sub-Group. They asked the Sub-Group tu address ia its future
studies the quustion of developing contacts between WEU and

“he Maghreb States.



